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than secretaries, and none were given a sufficient power of
initiative for their names to have obtained any record in his-
tory They were invariably men of a humble station in life,
and always chosen from other parts of the country than
Florence.

As soon as Cosimo had, by the victory of Montemurlo and
the execution of all who had opposed him, firmly secured his
power, he set about arrangements for that gradual advance-
ment of his position which he had set before him. As yet he
had merely been elected by the Florentines as head of their
State; so that his fust step was to endeavour to obtain formal
recognition of his position by the Emperor. Representing him-
self as willing to be the Empeior's vassal, and ready to promote
his cause in every way against the French interest in Italy, he
obtained what he sought, the Emperor issuing a Diploma
which conferred on Cosimo "all the authority formerly borne
and exercised by Duke Alessandro " And though the Diploma
did not categorically confer on Cosimo the title of Duke, the
latter from this time forth always signed himself "Duca di
Fiorenza," to which no exception was taken by the Empeior.
In this connection it is interesting to notice that in the rooms
lately reopened on the upper floor of the Palazzo Vecchio, over
the sixteenth century fireplace in Cosimo's loom his title is to
be seen inscribed as "Cosimus Florie Dux II'7; showing that
at this time in his life (previous to his obtaining the status of
Grand Duke, making him Cosimo I) he called himself aDux
II," the second Duke of Florence, the first being Alessandro.

Cosimo's next step was to set about arrangements for a
marriage such as would contribute to the strength of his
position. He first endeavoured strenuously to get the Emperor
to give him his daughter Margaret, Alessandro's young
widow; but this Charles V absolutely refused to do, while at
the same time insisting on Cosimo's making over to Margaret
a very large portion of the Medici property, much to Cosimo's
indignation. This first matrimonial project having failed, the